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10t dare to,s4y that this Was.not a republican go-
. Véh\ﬂ@jen,-—"yet ‘}?)’ug,rnq’l‘ founded um the doc-
“Arie of re resentalion aceording to population,
Abloliite gtj{? ﬁn%ﬁhl;ﬁed—;—ayo,, Bot &t aH in any
“of its departments, Fhis pringiple was most de-
“eidedly thecked in the formation of \the United
States Benate, and by the executive head in
whom was not only l?ged the zeto power,
“But'who was after electe by. & minarity- of the
people; (wholesgme checks!) . A trye pringiple
néedy no cherks, L :
“'And 'furthermqre,‘,t_hey were 2]l aware that,
but futely, a mightly excitement bad shaken the
foundation of this Union, to its very centre, un-
“tHl every patiivt heart began to quake with fear
that the hour f its destructibn had come. ‘Who
1ok part in that struggle? Democrats of Vir-
gima und South, Caroiina, and al] over the South
-~ Demderatsias pure *and’ solind in the' faith, s
wmny of the reform party jg‘thiﬁha‘u ! And what

«did they ‘dlaim as & congitioh upon‘which they
would be willing to Femain iti the Union.. That
-somie further check should bie' pliced Ih the Con-
sstitution of the Unit 4’ States, to_protect them
froi the powar of the ‘majority 6f the North.
Scime pefmanent provi-ion, that could not be al-
‘teted, which weund g’uarantey 1o them the.safety
of their peculiar interests and institutions,
.- Ayey it the dust 3f: Calhoun could speak from
-its-hopored resting place this day, (than whom,
-one.of -the most ultra advocates of this theory of
-the vight of Majorities torule, on this Aoor, (V.
Brown, of Cdrfoll.] thought np greater or purer
man ever lived,) if that dast dould $ eak, sir its
language would be that this shoyld be the only
~condition tpon which the South would mantain
the Upion,  Wae find, then, ‘sir, that this principle
-8 not carried out in thé formation of unr national
gosernment, and that leadidg demoerats wished
to sée it further checked and circumseribed in its
Constitution, . *

- Fwill now atiempt.to show that it s Fmpossi-
ble to cartyitout in any government whatever.
What, congtitutes a mai & répreseritative. ‘The
mere fact that be comes from & particular por-
tion of this State? Does this.alone make him a
;epre,s?ntaﬁve of -the peopls, - from- whom: he
comes? Cerlainly not—something else is neces-
881y 10 make him e rep tavive, besides the
fact of bis being a delegate. - He must represent
the opinions and sentimeits of a majority of the
whole people from whom he comes. . Is riot this
a true defigition of the term representative?
Then, though you estabiish this imaginary basis
of representation according to population, yet
under its practieal operation, a Legislature might
be gjhg‘&ecf which represented a minority of the
people—thal though a large majerity- of the peo-
ple of Maryland are whig, they might very of-
ten have democratic Legislatupes, about which
aur democratic friends wonld never, complain, I
atni-sure, though attained at the sacrifice of the
pﬁ;ciple‘they seem to laye so much,

For ingtarice, suppose the political character of
the Legislature, at any particular time, should
Hépeird upon the dele_g{tes' from Washington an:!
Frederick edinties. T g whig ticket in Wash-
inglon, should be etected by faur thousand ma

Jority— the -Demoeratic ticket in Frederick
should be elected by fifty; thus making the Legls-
lature ‘democratie; yet if the whigs of the two
‘counties were added together, it would be found
that tiey were largely in the majority; thus se-
curing the ascendaney to a minerity of the peo-
ple,.not. only in- these two eounties, but in the
whole State.

And again  Had gentlemen ever considered the
great disproportion between that part of the peo-
ple~—the voters—from whom the. elections pro-
ceeded, and the whole people! Where is’ the
principle, founded in right and justice, existing

"in the nature of things, that required that no ‘per-

son rbould vote under twenty-one years of age?

‘Where is the principle which excludes womsn

from, voting? 1 know of none such. If there is,
1 should like to. see it proved and established.
Thus the representatives to the Legislature are
chosen by about one-eight of the whole people
whom they profess to represent ander the opera.
tion of the’purely abituary rules which prescribes
the qualifications of "voters, by what right have
we ta:sey that any Legislature, thus chosen, re.
flects the sentiments and opinions of a majority
of the whole people. If women were aliowed
to vote. there never would be » democratic Legis-
lature, for they, {God bless them,) are alway
whigs. (Laughter.)
Tghe very principles which lay at the founda-
tion of govg'nmem, those which prescribed the
ualifications of voters, were purely arbitrary If
the ; foundation be arbitrary, you can raise no .
other than an arbitrary structure upon it. The
only fixed principle which shou'd direct the for-
mation of goverument is equal protection 1o all
the interests of every lind within the sphere of
its operation. Every other must give way to this

.or it loses its republican character.

From what are we 10 gather the true princi-
ples of a republicau guvernment? From the res-
sons and objects fogw-which it is establiched.
These are the index to and the best comrenta-
ry upon the character of its principles. The great
end, to be accomplished in the ‘establishment of
a republican government, is the good and benefit
of all upon whom it is to operate, not for any
po:tion huwever great or small, but for the good
of all the people, and for the equal protection of
ail .the iuterests recognised by its institutions.
Any government that does not secure this sacri-
fices the dartrine of equal rights and cyual privi-
leges, and fails to carry out the purposes for
whieh it was established. If this can be done
under the operation of representation according
to population, as understood here by gentlemen
who advocated it, I should have no objection to
see it engrafted upon our Constitution. If this’
principle can be carried out, and give, at the
same time, equal protection to ever part of
Maryland, I should vote for it with all my heart,
But how can this be done by the basis of repre-
rentation advocated by the Reform party in the
Cenvention ? :

The rights to be protectrd and sreured by gov-
ernment are of two kinds, the rights of persons
angd the rights of property.  The rights of per-
sons. dp ot furnish the proper principle in ac-



